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Serial No.: 10/669,320 



Confirmation No.: 4144 



In re Application of: 



Group Art Unit: 2871 



Kazuhiro NISHIYAMA 



Examiner: Parker, Kenneth A. 



Filed: September 25, 2003 



New Attorney Docket No.: 2895 1 .3026 Dl 



Old Attorney Docket No.: OGOH:026A 
For: LIQUID CRYSTAL ELEMENT AND MANUFACTURING METHOD THEREOF 

REQUEST FOR REFUND 

US Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window - Mail Stop AF 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1 450 

Applicants and their undersigned attorneys hereby request refund of the $1,020 amount 
which the PTO was authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 19-4293 by the document entitled 
PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1 .136(a) filed May 1 , 2006. The 
refund may be credited to that Deposit Account No. 19-4293. 

The facts are as follows: On February 3, 2006 the USPTO apparently mailed an 
Advisory Action in this application addressed to the former address of applicants' undersigned 
attorney. A copy of that Advisory Action is attached hereto as Appendix A. 

Previously, on January 19, 2006, applicants' undersigned attorney had filed a Notice of 
Change of Correspondence Address [a copy of which is attached hereto as Appendix B] along 
with the Amendment Under 37 CFR 1.116 filed on that date. Proof of filing of the Notice of 
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Attorney's Docket No.: 28951.3026 Dl 



Change of Correspondence Address is demonstrated by applicants' firm's postcard receipt 
[Appendix C] which is stamped with the USPTO receipt date stamp JAN 19, 2006 . 

Applicants' undersigned attorneys later were able to obtain a copy of the Advisory 
Action mailed February 3, 2006 which was apparently returned to the USPTO on February 10, 
2006 as evidenced by the USPTO receipt date stamp appearing on the firstpage of Appendix A, 
attached. 

Tie Advisory Action was apparently returned to the USPTO by the U.S. Postal Service, 
despite the faCtha, applicants' undersigned attorney had in place with the U.S. Postal Servicea 
Mai. Forwarding Notice ,0 a designated and active USPS Postal Box, as shown on Appendix D, 
attached. 

Yet, when rhe USPTO received the returned Office Action, the USPTO did nothing to 
notify applicants or their undersigned attorneys of tire existence of the Advisory Action. 

AS a result, when applicants" undersigned attorneys discovered the existence of that 
action by inquiry on May ,,2006, applicants' undersigned attorneys immediately filed a Notice 
of Appeal and a Petition for Three-Month Extension of Time to maintain the pendency of mis 
application. 

„ n , ... , .c^rn ..y the Advisory Union to the pmper ajfcjS in accordance with 
■„■,,.„,.■ „ m „„ i^ ^^rfrh— of S m& orhad.heUSPT( 
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correspond ence address after it was returned to the USPTO. the need for filing the petition for 
three mon ths' additional time, and the authorization to charge applicants' attorneys' Deposit 
Account $1,020. would have been unnecessary. Accordingly, in these circumstances applicants 
and their undersigned attorneys hereby respectfully request refund of the amount of $1,020, 
which refund should immediately be credited to Deposit Account 19-4293. 

If deemed necessary, this request may be considered a petition under 37 CFR 1 . 181 et 
seq., and the fee therefore charged to Deposit Account No. 19-4293, However, applicants 
believe that no such fee should be so charged, and if such a fee is charged by the PTO, applicants 
hereby request that such fee be refunded in view of the facts of this case. 



Date: May 31. 2006 

STEPTOE & JOHNSON L.L.P. 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202)429-6420 
Facsimile: (202) 429-3902 



Respectfully submitted, 




Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,71 1 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



[ 



APPLICATION NO. 



FlUNO DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/669,320 



09/25/2003 



Kazuhiio Nishryima 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
United Sutcs Fitenttttd Trsdrmsrt 
Adteu: COMMISSIONER FOR PA'" 




ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATI 



(X30H : 026A 



4144 



EXAMINER 



CH1EN, LUCY P 



| ART UNIT : | PAPER NUMBER "] 



2371 

DATE MAILED: 02/03/2006 



j 6160 7590 02/03/2006 

f PARKHURST & WENDEL, LLP 
. ) 1421 PRINCE STREET 
-If ) SUITE 210 

Jr ^ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314-2805 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Examiner 
Lucy P. Chien 
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Art Unit 
2871 < 
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Jnie UAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with (he cwesponefence address - 

THE REPLY FILED 1/19/2006 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 
1 El The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid atodonment of 
' this apoflcatlon. applicant must timely file one of Ihe following replies: (1) an amendment affidavit, or m"mi«i 
places the application In condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) In compfcnce wtth 37 CFfl 1 41.31; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 14. The reply must be filed wrthin one of the following 
time periods: 

a) H The period for reply expires 3months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) □ The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of Ihis Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth In the final reaction whWiever is later. In 

nTe^ho^r wfflthe steMocy period for cepty expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejecton. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 1s checked, check either box (a) cr (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 
TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(0. 
ExtenstonsSe may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on wnfch the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) end 
h^^OeoTthe date for purposes of determining the period of extension and Ihe corresponding amount of 0» fee The VP^M^a^ "fee 
unto 37 CFR1 17(a) b calculatedfrom: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply OflgmaOy set In thefina I Office ection. or «as 
St? to M above ifS Any reply receiv* by the Office later than three months after Ihe mailing date of the final rejection, even 1 time* tiled, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

rnThe°ito«MOfAppeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within too months of the date of 
U 2gKo5Speal (37 CFR4l37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41 37(e)). of the appeal. Stnce 

a Notice of Appeal lias been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth In 37 CFR 41 .37(a). 



3 E The proposed amendment^) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will astf be entered because 

(a) EI They raise new issues that would require farther consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) D They raise the Issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) □ They are not deemed 1o place the application in better foim for appeal by matenally reducing or aimprrfying Ihe issues for 

(d) D They presentadditional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected daims. 

NOTE: . (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)). 

4. D me amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. □ Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

7 H Fw^^^fappeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) B wifl not be entered, or b) □ will be entered and an explanation of 
how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Cl8lm(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 51^5. 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

^n^SSeTeSdeS filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appwl willngtbe entered 
b^u^ 

was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e). „. ... . 

g. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of fillngj abtj* en I gotbe 
en Jed because me affidavit or other evidence failed to overcame aH reje^ 

showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not eartier presented. See 37 CFR 41 .33(d)(1). 

10. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of Ihe claims after entry Is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER ' 

11. □ The requesi for reconsideraHon has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 

12. □ Ndethe attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-144g) Paper No(s). — 
13.0 Other . 
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PTOL-303 (Rev. 74)5) 



Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 



Part of Paper No. 02022006 



Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) Application No. 

It is respectfully noted that Applicant has amended Claim 52. the amendmens to Claim 52 will require a further search. 
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prbXry examiner 
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For: LIQUID CRYSTAL ELEMENT AND MANUFACTURING METHOD THEREOF 

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 

US Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

Sir: 

Please forward all future correspondence in connection with 
the above-identified application to the undersigned attorney of 
record at the following new address: 



Charles A. Wendel 
STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 429-3000 
Telefax: (202) 429-3902 



Date: January 19, 2006 




Charles A. Wendel 
Reg. No. 24,453 



Old Attorney Docket: OHOH:026A 
New Attorney Docket: 28951 . 3026/Dl 




Docket Administrator 
Box PTO 

Steptoe & Johnson 

1330 Connecticut Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20036-1795 



USPTO REC EIPT FOR IND ICATED ITEMS 



Filed: September 25, 2003 

. For LIQUID CRYSTAL ELEMENT AND MANUFACTURING METHOD 
THEREOF 



Serial No. 10/669,320 
Kazuhiro NISHIYAMA 



Date: January 19, 2006 
Atty. Ref.: 28951.3026 Dl 
Due Date: January 31, 2006 



, Items Enclosed 

1. Amendment Under 37 CFR 1.116 

2. Notice of Change of Correspondence Address 
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PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIAfe UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) 

FY200S 

{fees effective on or after December 8, 2004) 



Oodcet Number 
28951.3026 



Piled September 28. 2003 



For 



Art Unit 2871 



UQUID CRYSTAL ELEMENT AND M ANUFACTU R1NQ METHO D THEREOF 

t Examiner ParKen Kenneth A. _ 



This 1$ a request under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) to extend tne period fer flBng a reply in the above Idenfified 
eppOcstioru 

The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate foe below): 



□ One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) 


$120 


$60 


$ 


□ Two months (37 CFR 1; 17(a)(2)) 


$450 


$225 


$ 


El Three months (37 CFR*1. 17(a)(3)) 


$1020 


$510 


$Jfl2Q 


□ Four months (37 CFR 1 .1 7(e)(4)) 

□ Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) 


$1590 
$2160 


$795 
$1080 


$ 

S 



□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 



Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1^7. 
A check in the amount of the fee fa enclosed. 
Payment by credit card. FormiPTO-2038 Is attached. 

Trie Director has already been authorized to charge fees In this application to a Deposit Account 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 19^293 . I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet 



WARNING: Information on this form may ahould not be Included en 

Oilsfomt Provide credit card irrformatlon end authorization on PTO-203S. 

I am the □ applicant/inventor. 

□ assignee of reeordiof the entire tnterest See 37 CFR 3.71 

Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) Is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96). 

□ attorney or agent df record. Registration Number 
IS attorney 0/ agent under 37 CFR 1.34. 

number if acSoj under 37 CFR 1.34. 2S.177 



B attorney os a< 



Signature 
PnrwW Parkhurst 



■May 1* MM 

Data 
202-429^420 
Telephone Number 



Typed or printed name • ^T" ~ -.jw-w — x 

mere than one signature Is reaped, see below. 
H Total of 1 forms are submitted. 



^J^3KT^mA«. end oubnitiktt tM CCcnptaCad ippflcato ^ » tt» USPTO, Time - 



u8 ^* . y !?^'J^rrii:^ tvpttcaffen to the USPTO. Time ««" wary OBpsnung ^J^Z^ZXZtmZZ S 2 



toytfttf 



^ T^«^crftei 0"S. (WneM ct Cdnur«m». P.O. Bo* t450. Atexandrta. VA 223^ w 

TO^Vr^DO^fs^^or^^^ Patsht*. P.O. a*, m Aieicsndrfa. VAiasiswt^O. 



a^.Je 'Midi to 6 

» besflmeted totsfoS mtrwes to 

Saia-Mfia. do mot sbno fees or coMPtsreo forms 



If you need eMfotance fr» completing the form, caff 1-aoo-*rO-dl***mfie*ect optfon 2. 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ijLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□'LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: . 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



